The American Institute for the Advancement of
Forensic Studies (AIAFS) presents

The Expression of Trauma Vulnerabilities in Individuals with Executive
Dysfunction: How we Interpret and Assign Meaning to Our Stories
Presenters: Nicole Kimberley Staeheli, MATS and Jerrod Brown, Ph.D.
Date: Friday, January 15, 2021

Time: 8:30-4:00 pm (CST)

Training Description

Much of the healing work for trauma survivors involves interpreting and assigning
meaning to the traumatic events in their lives and their experience of these events.
Integral to this healing work is recognizing and understanding their unique trauma
vulnerabilities; the protective, adaptive responses survivors frequently adopt to keep
themselves safe in a world they have come to perceive as inherently threatening.
These trauma responses or vulnerabilities take many forms including neuro-biological
adaptions, cognitive and emotional effects, and interpersonal and behavioral struggles.
Trauma survivors with executive dysfunction present unique challenges in their ability
to both express and interpret their trauma vulnerabilities. This training will focus on the
unique expression and specific vulnerabilities most often documented in working with
this population. It is a population that includes clients with numerous and varied (often
co-morbid) challenges including significant trauma histories, developmental disabilities,
serious and persistent mental illness, criminal justice involvement, chronic addiction,
and traumatic brain injuries.
We will begin by exploring a definition of trauma and trauma vulnerabilities. We will
then move to the topic of executive dysfunction, providing both a definition and
examples of the varying impacts of executive dysfunction on areas of higher cognitive
functioning. The relationship of how trauma vulnerabilities are expressed by individuals
with executive dysfunction will be examined with practical, evidence-based
recommendations on how to best be responsive when working with this population.
Finally, we will explore how best to apply this knowledge; how do we help our clients
assign meaning and share their stories to promote improved functioning and healing.

Training Objectives:
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

Provide an overview of the definition of trauma and resulting trauma
vulnerabilities
Define and provide examples of the concept of executive dysfunction
Explore the possible cause and effect relationship of executive dysfunction
and the experience of trauma
Understand the unique expression of trauma vulnerabilities for varied
individuals with executive dysfunction including individuals with Fetal Alcohol
Spectrum Disorder, Autism Spectrum Disorder, developmental disabilities,
and traumatic brain injuries
Examine best practices in being responsive to individuals with executive
dysfunction who have also experienced significant trauma

Cost: 99.00

6.0 CEUs

Presenter Biographies
Nicole Kimberley Staeheli, MATS., is the lead consultant for
Nicole Ranae Consulting, LLC and has over 25 years of
experience in the criminal justice field. The primary focus
for much of her career has been in the training, facilitation,
and implementation of evidence-based practices with a
specific emphasis on trauma informed and cognitive
behavioral programming. Nicole is a certified Motivational
Interviewing trainer and curriculum trainer for numerous
evidence-based programs including Thinking for A Change,
the Domestic Violence Education Program, Decision Points,
and Moving On. She has written and trained extensively on
trauma-informed interventions and is a facilitator of several
trauma informed curriculum including Beyond Trauma,
Healing Trauma, VOICES, and Beyond Violence. Currently,
Nicole is an independent trainer, facilitator and
implementation specialist for county, community-based,
and non-profit agencies serving criminally justice involved
individuals. She also works as an independent contractor
and trainer with the Decision Points Authors, LLC. For
Nicole’s full biography see www.aiafs.com/experttrainers.asp.
Jerrod Brown, Ph.D., is an Assistant Professor for Concordia
University, St. Paul, Minnesota and has extensive
experience teaching courses at the undergraduate and
graduate level. Jerrod has also been employed with
Pathways Counseling Center in St. Paul, Minnesota for the
past seventeen years. Pathways provides programs and
services benefiting individuals impacted by mental illness
and addictions. Jerrod is also the founder and CEO of the
American Institute for the Advancement of Forensic Studies
(AIAFS) and the Editor-in-Chief of Forensic Scholars Today
(FST). Jerrod has completed four separate master’s degree
programs and holds graduate certificates in Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD), Other Health Disabilities (OHD),
and Traumatic-Brain Injuries (TBI). Jerrod is also certified as
a Youth Firesetting Prevention/Intervention Specialist, an
Anger Resolution Therapist (CART), a Thinking for a Change
(T4C) Facilitator, a Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders (FASD)
Trainer, an Autism Specialist, and a Mental Health
Integrative Medicine Provider (CMHIMP).

LOCATION:
This event is a 6-hour virtual, live stream training event with participants joining via Zoom.
COST:
$99.00 (Individual Rate)
REGISTRATION: Online at https://www.aiafs.com/trainings.asp or use the attached registration form
For additional info, contact Darian @ 612-250-5432 - or - Email: aiafsassoc@gmail.com
Continuing Education Approval - Application for continuing education credits will be made with the following boards:
The Minnesota Board of Social Work
The Minnesota Board of Behavioral Health
The Minnesota POST Board

The Minnesota Board of Psychology
The Minnesota Board of Marriage and Family Therapy
The Minnesota Board of Continuing Legal Education

The American Institute for the Advancement of Forensic Studies (AIAFS)
Course Registration
Training Title: The Expression of Trauma Vulnerabilities in Individuals with Executive Dysfunction: How we
Interpret and Assign Meaning to Our Stories
Training Date: Friday, January 15, 2021

Time: 8:30-4:00 pm (CST)

Cost: 99.00 6.0 CEUs

Mailing Address: The American Institute for the Advancement of Forensic Studies (AIAFS)
PO Box 5085
St. Paul, MN 55101

Register online today!
www.aiafs.com/trainings

Additional Information: Call Darian @ 612-250-5432 - or - Email: aiafsassoc@gmail.com
Location: This event is a virtual, live stream training event with participants joining via Zoom. Details on how to join each livestream event will be sent two-days prior to the event date. Most live-stream training events will be offered in an on-demand
format after the completion of the live event. Note: this may affect CEU approvals.
Training Schedule:
8:00 am: Introductions
8:30 am - 4:00 pm CST: Training Presentation – Handouts Provided
4:00 pm: Adjourn
*Before mailing your registration, please confirm the training event is still available online at https://www.aiafs.com/trainings.asp*
Topic: Trauma Vulnerabilities in Individuals with Executive Dysfunction Date: 1/15/21 Time: 8:30-4:00 pm (CST) Cost: 99.00

6.0 CEUs

Attendee Contact Information:
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Agency: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Business Address: Street ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________ State _______________________________ Zip Code _________________________________
Home Phone: ____________________________Work Phone: ________________________________________Cell Phone: ________________________________
Email: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Payment Information
⃝ Check (Check No: __________________)
Credit Card:
⃝ Visa
⃝ Master Card
⃝ Other _________________________________________________________________________
Name on Card: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Card Number: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Expiration Date: _______________________________________________ Security Code ______________________________________________________
Billing Address: Street ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City _________________________________ State _______________________________ Zip Code_________________________________
Name of person submitting credit card information: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Signature of person submitting credit card information: _________________________________________________________________________________________
AIAFS takes pride in bridging the gap of education in forensic mental health by offering affordably-priced training events. We appreciate your consideration of
attending an AIAFS training to expand your knowledge and earn continuing education credit.
Cancellation Policy (Effective March 1, 2020): In the event, you need to cancel your on-site or live-stream paid training registration, you have three options: 1)
Transfer to an alternate future-training; fee equivalent and space permitting, 2) Receive a full-value voucher for an annual AIAFS Membership reaping
extraordinary benefits, or 3) Request a full refund minus a $15 processing fee. All refund requests should be made in writing by email to aiafsassoc@gmail.com,
and include ''Training Credit Transfer'' in the subject line.
Due to the product delivery of the Forensic Scholars Membership Program and On-Demand training events, these products are not eligible for refunds. Should you
have questions, please contact an AIAFS representative at aiafsassoc@gmail.com.

