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Understanding the Role of Bias in Clinical, 
Forensic, and Legal Settings 

Presenter: Scott A. Fischer, Ph.D., ABPP 
Date: Friday, December 4, 2020    Time: 8:30am - 4:00pm  6.0 CEUs 

Training Description 
This presentation will help professionals to understand how biases 
can impact their judgement and how to employ strategies to 
minimize the impact of bias on their work.  The presentation will 
include a group exercise to identify the nature and potency of initial 
biased impressions.  Specific types of bias to be discussed will include 
primacy and recency bias "the flashbulb effect", ignoring base rates, 
confirmatory bias, and selection bias.  We will explore how these 
biases operate in forensic and clinical settings.  Strategies for 
minimizing bias will be identified, including the use of systems and 
routines, appropriate consultation, self-examination and use of 
alternative hypotheses.  The presentation will include information on 
minimizing bias in communication, including speaking with clients, 
consultation, report writing, and expert testimony. 
 
 

Training Objectives 
1. Participants will be able to identify at least 4-sources of bias 

and how these apply to their professional lives. 
2. Participants will be able to identify at least 4-strategies for 

minimizing bias in their professional lives.   
3. Participants will show an increased awareness of the power of 

biases and the extent to which these are universal in our 
judgements. 

4. Participants will be able to identify 2-ways to reduce bias in 
communication with clients and other professionals.   

 

Presenter Biography 
Scott Fischer, Ph.D., is a 
licensed psychologist in St. 
Paul.  The bulk of his practice is 
psychological assessment, 
primarily forensic 
evaluations. Specific areas of 
practice include criminal, 
family, and juvenile court.  Dr. 
Fischer earned a Ph.D. from the 
University of Oregon and 
completed an internship at Yale 
University. In the past, he has 
worked in private practice and 
community mental health 
settings.  Dr. Fischer is now the 
owner of Acumen Psychology. 
He is the former Chair of the 
Minnesota Psychological 
Association Ethics Committee 
and former Chair of the 
Minnesota Board of Psychology. 
He is a member of the 
American Psychological 
Association Ethics Committee 
and a board-certified forensic 
psychologist. 

LOCATION:    Mall of America, Parkview Meeting and Event Center, 5204 Center Court Bloomington, MN 55425 
COST:   $99.00 (Individual Rate)    
REGISTRATION:   Online at www.aiafs.com/trainings or use the registration form 
For additional info, contact Darian @ 612-250-5432 - or - Email: aiafsassoc@gmail.com 
 
Continuing Education Approval - Application for continuing education credits will be made with the following boards: 
 

The Minnesota Board of Social Work    The Minnesota Board of Psychology 
The Minnesota Board of Behavioral Health  The Minnesota Board of Marriage and Family Therapy 
The Minnesota POST Board   The Minnesota Board of Continuing Legal Education 



 

 

The American Institute for the Advancement of Forensic Studies (AIAFS) 
 

Course Registration 
 

Seminar Title: Understanding the Role of Bias in Clinical, Forensic, and Legal Settings 
 
Seminar Date:  December 4, 2020 Time:  8:30am-4:00pm                         Cost:  $99.00  6.0 CEUs 
 
 

Mailing Address:   The American Institute for the Advancement of Forensic Studies (AIAFS)                       
     PO Box 5085  
     St. Paul, MN 55101 

 
Additional Information: Call Darian @ 612-250-5432 - or - Email:  aiafsassoc@gmail.com 
 

Location:  Parkview Meeting and Event Center (first floor-inside Nickelodeon Universe), 5204 Center Court Bloomington, MN 
55425. Open to the public at 7am.  Enter WEST Parking Ramp, accessible from Killebrew Drive. Park on Street Level 1.  Enter 
main mall entrance, proceed straight ahead into Nickelodeon Universe, past the Ninja Turtles Ride and towards the Hard Rock 
Café.  Parkview Meeting and Event Center is located between Flyover America and Hard Rock Café in the southwest corner of 
Nickelodeon Universe.  
 

Training Schedule: 
7:45am-8:30am – Sign in/Registration 1:00pm-2:15pm – Training 
8:30am-10:00am – Training 2:15pm-2:30pm – Break 
10:00am-10:15am – Break 2:30pm-3:45pm – Training 
10:15am-12:00pm – Training 3:45pm-4:00pm – Questions/Post-Test 
12:00pm-1:00pm – Lunch (On Your Own) 4:00pm – Adjourn 

 
*Before mailing your registration, please confirm the training event is still available online at https://www.aiafs.com/trainings.asp* 

 
Topic: Understanding the Role of Bias             Date: December 4, 2020         Time: 8:30am-4:00pm           Cost: $99.00 
 
Attendee Contact Information:  
 
Name:  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Agency:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Business Address:   Street ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                      City ___________________________________  State _______________________________  Zip Code  _________________________________   

Home Phone:  ____________________________Work Phone:  ________________________________________Cell Phone:  ________________________________ 
Email:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Payment Information 
 

 ⃝ Check     (Check No:  __________________) 
 

 Credit Card:    ⃝ Visa         ⃝ Master Card         ⃝ Other _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     Name on Card:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
      Card Number:  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
      Expiration Date:  _______________________________________________   Security Code ______________________________________________________  
  Billing Address:  Street ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                      City _________________________________ State _______________________________ Zip Code_________________________________ 
 

Name of person submitting credit card information:  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Signature of person submitting credit card information:  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

AIAFS takes pride in bridging the gap of education in forensic mental health by offering affordably-priced training events. We appreciate your consideration of 
attending an AIAFS training to expand your knowledge and earn continuing education credit. 

 
If you are unable to attend an event for which you have already registered and paid, please contact AIAFS a minimum of one week before the event.  A 

complimentary credit transfer equal to the amount paid at registration will be applied toward any upcoming training event.  Requests made after seven days 
before the training event will be handled on a case by case basis. 

 

Register online today! 
www.aiafs.com/trainings 

 


